
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Rachel Tennial 

Department: Psychology 

Email Address: rtennia@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3638 

Campus Mail Box: 1121 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student and 4 additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[X] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

PSYC 491, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

   Psychology Research Lab AH 0406 or virtual depending on COVID 19 numbers 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

   Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking 

students from these areas: -- biology 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

  Students will work on one of three projects, depending on interest and experience: 

    1. Exploring the existence and influence of science identity in STEM students. This project 

is in the early stages of data collection. There are several phases to this ongoing study. This 

study is in collaboration with biologists and biology educators in a variety of institutions 

across the country. We need assistance with literature searches, developing study materials, 

data collection/cleaning/prep, running focus groups, and prep for presentations 

(creating/editing tables, checking references, APA style, etc.). This is the project for which I 

am interested in recruiting biology students. 

    2. Examining the existence and influence of levity in the college classroom environment. 

    I am conducting a literature review of research using levity, humor and related concepts 

in the classroom to establish student-teacher rapport and the influence these may have on 

student outcomes in a given course. This project is in phase 2 and will be moving towards 

collecting new data. This phase will continue to focus on levity, but will also have a 

component that examines students' desire and willingness to discuss mental health in the 

classroom setting. Students will assist in gathering literature and assisting in developing and 

launching a new study (researching measures, completing IRBs, working in Qualtrics, etc.). 

    3. Exploring collective identity. I have utilized a novel piping methodology to examine 

racial identity and identification and the relationship to related concepts. The racial identity 

work focuses on Black racial identity in adults. I need assistance with literature searches, 

reading articles, writing annotated bibliographies, and manuscript prep (creating/editing 

tables, checking references, APA style, etc.). 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will learn how to complete an IRB for a study, create an online survey, enter and 

analyze data, and write up scientific findings. Students will search for articles in PsycINFO 

and related databases, read and summarize articles, discuss article findings in a group 

setting. Students may learn to use programs such as Qualtrics or SPSS. Depending on 

project progression, there may be a possibility for presenting a poster at a local or regional 

conference. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students should learn how to search for articles using PsycINFO and related databases, 

critically read published empirical journal articles, summarize articles, use APA style, enter 

and analyze data, write up scientific findings, get experience presenting research articles to 



a group. It is my hope that they will be included on the manuscripts to be produced and 

submitted for publication and/or present their work in poster format at a local or regional 

conference. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   Students will need to be able to attend a weekly lab meeting on Wednesdays from 2-4pm. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/A 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

    I strongly prefer my students to have taken both PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at 

least a B in both. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A 


